JOHN BOSS, MARIANNA 
GERTSCH BOSS AND 
MARGARETA GERTSCH BOSS 


John Boss, son of Conrad Bos: 
John Boss, a s and = 
garea eee relation) Boss. Born 
ember 2, 1, in Gundlischw: 
Oberland, Switzerland, ene ote 


Married Marianna Gertsch, January 1857, 
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in G’Steigwiler, Berner Oberland, Switzer- 
land. 

Married Margareta 
1891, at Interlaken, Swit 

Died March 12, 1912, Midway. 
Marianna Ge h, daughter of Christian 
ar hlunegger Gertsch 

Born April 11, 1836. 

Died August 22, 1885. 

Margareta Gertsch, daughter of Conrad 
Gertsch and Margaritha Gertsch (no rela- 
tion) Gertsch. 

Born April 26, 1873, at Wengen, Berner 
Oberland. Switzerland. 

Died March 27, 1960, Salt Lake City. 
Buried in Midway. 

John Boss was a native of Switzerland. 
For at least three generations his progeni- 
tors belonged to the Lutheran faith. 

Mormonism was introduced into Switzer- 
land in 1850 by Thomas B. H. Stenhouse, 
a Mormon missionary. He introduced it un- 
der authoritative direction. John Boss was 
then in his nineteenth year of age. The resi- 
dence of the John Boss family was at the 
base of the Alps in the little town of Gund- 
lischwand, in Berner Oberland. 


ch April 30, 


The father of John Boss was a farmer and 
builder of homes. He, in turn, instructed 
his son in this craft and most useful profes- 
sion. Later on. John Boss became proficient 
in erecting new homes and emerged into 


ng today beautiful tourist hotels which he 
constructed. 

In the year 1875 he was convinced Mor- 
monism was true. He embraced this new 
faith, became baptized. and was confirmed 
a member December 26 this same year. 

John Boss married Marianna Gertsch. To- 
gether they were the parents of twelve sons 
and daughters. His wife died August 22, 
1885. 

Commencing with the year 1888, a daugh- 
ter and in the following two years, two more 
daughters and one son, emigrated to Utah. 
These also were converts to the Mormon 
faith. The spirit of gathering actuated John 
Boss to arrange his affairs and prepare to 


go to the valleys of the Rocky Mountains - 


where the Saints of the last days were gath- 
ering. In the early spring of 1891, John 
Boss married his second wife, Margareta 
Gertsch. At the time, she was a convert to 
Mormonism, as were also her father, moth- 
er, brother and sisters. This marriage took 
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place April 30, 1891, at Interlaken. The 
papers authorizing his emigration to Utah 
bear the date of April 28, 1891. Their arri- 
val at New York was May 20, 1891. Ten 
days later they were in Salt Lake City, and 
from thence were sent to Midway. This val- 
ley had been assigned to receive many Swiss 
converts, because it partook so much of the 
atmosphere of their Alpine home-land. 

After his residence in the valley, John 
Boss continued his former profession. He 
built homes, other buildings, and assisted in 
construction of the Midway school house. 
His building activities continued until his 
decline of health. 

From his second marriage nine children 
were born. All were born at Midway, Wa- 
satch County, Utah. The date of these 
children's births, as also marriages, and 
deaths are as follows: 

John Boss, Jr., born June 19, 1891. He 
married Clara Jane Alford, June 8, 1938. 

William Boss, born July 24, 1892; married 
Annie Bischoff, January 8, 1920. 

Arnold Boss, born January 12, 1894; mar- 
ried Annie J. Halladay, October 7, 1919. 

Ida Margaret Boss, born September 20, 
1895; married Ervin Peterson, November 
29, 1916. 

Conrad Boss, born December 27, 1897; 
married Ruby Abegglen, October 19, 1921. 

Rosetta Boss, born February 27, 1900; 
married Gerald Olsen, August 23, 1922. 

Clara Boss, born August 23, 1902; mar- 
ried Alvin Pace, September 14, 1927. She 
died at Hoytsville, Utah, August 30, 1933. 

Henry Boss, born March 29, 1905. He 
died at Midway, May 25, 1913. 

Stella Boss, born April 9, 1906, She died 
at Midway, October 24, 1909. 


Cty 
in training, as is evident from the agenda of one meeting of the Wasatch 
County Education Assn. 

With Supt. Wootton in charge, the agenda was as follows: 

(1) A report of a committee appointed to select a list of books to 
be approved by the members as fit literature to be added to the library; 

(2) A special lecture by Leo Haefeli on the Absurdity of Trying to 
Make the English Language Fit the Latin Grammar; 

(3) Exercise by E. D. Clyde in using the teachers as a class to 
illustrate his method of teaching multiplication of common fractions. 

(4) General discussions by members on declension of the English 
noun; 

(5) Subject of percentages. 

Trustees of the schools were also expected to attend these meetings 
along with the teachers. 

When Utah became a state in 1896 it was necessary by law to elect 
a new school board and C., I. Bronson, John Huber and John Van 
Wagoner were voted to three, two and one-year terms respectively. Their 
salary was $20 per year. 

At the first meeting of the new board, they engaged Attewall Woot- 
ton as teacher of the grammar grades and principal for $75 per month, 
William T. Wootton, intermediate department, $50 per month; J. E. 
Morton, second primary, $50; and Simon Epperson, Primary Depart- 
ment, $50.. In addition to the three rooms in the school house, the Swiss- 
German Hall was rented for $5 per month. Custodian at the main build- 
ing was Louis Coleman, who was paid $12.50 per month. Andrew 
Burgener was paid $5 per month to care for the Swiss-German Hall. 

By 1898 the “growing pains” had seriously affected the Midway 
educational program. Teachers were handling 50 or more pupils each 
day in crowded, inadequate classrooms. 

The school board subsequently called a meeting to discuss the 
crowded conditions, but the proposals failed to obtain a majority vote, 
and so they continued on as they had the past year. 

By 1900 the school board obtained a vote to proceed with an entirely” 
new school building.. They purchased the property north of the present 


school for $168.75 from the Midway Town Corporation in February 
of 1901. 


Architect John Boss was asked to draw plans and make estimates F 
for a new building with four rooms. In a meeting of the taxpayers in ™ 
March, the clerk reported that the school district had $512 in material and 
about $900 in cash to begin the new building. The taxpayers voted a = 
tax of one-half of one per cent to bring in about $800 more so that at 
least two rooms could be ready for occupancy by the winter term. Plans 99% 
for a six-room school were also discussed, but after some discussion were 
abandoned. 

Work then began in earnest, with the board offering $1.50 per day ; 


A 
to laborers, and $2.50 per day for laborers with teams of horses. Fred 
Haueter obtained the masonry bid and John Van Wagoner was requested 
to obtain the materials and supervise the work. Andrew Johnson was 
hired for the carpentry work and given authority to hire what help he 
ai A money was needed, however, to finish the building and furnish 
it, so the taxpayers voted to bond the district for $2,000 for five years. 

"On November 25, 1901, without dismissing school, the classes moved 
into the new building. The grammar grades moved into the south room, 
upstairs, with T. B. Miller as principal and teacher. The third primary 
occupied the north room upstairs with Miss Stella Rasmussen as teac a 
Miss Rose Shore taught second primary in the north room downstairs an 
the first primary occupied the south room downstairs with Miss Mary K 
Abegglen as teacher. The intermediate grades continued to meet in the 
old school building with Charles E. Bronson as teacher. 


ee EAE 


j i y Sc se formal graduation exercises. 
The first graduating class of the Midway School to have f grad 
Shown ie 1905 group are, seated, left to right, Alfred Sharp, Nellie tes ie 
B. Miller, teacher, Ora Galli and Charles Bonner. Standing are Iva Bunnell, Eliza Bron- 
son, Nancy Van Wagoner and Ellen Wilson. 


The new building cost some $5,500 to build. Some of the surplus 
rock and other materials were sold to provide money for furnishings, a 


fence and badly needed books. 5 
In 1904 the first students were graduated from the new school’s 
eighth grade program, The four graduates were Myrtle Abplanalp, Belle 
Wilson, David Clayburn and David J. Wilson. ' 
By 1906 the school's principal, Theodore B. Miller was urging that 


